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and election of its own members. These were
standard Anglo-Saxon popular parliamentary rights
developed by long struggles in England and now
established in Pennsylvania never to be relaxed.
Finally a clause in the constitution permitted the
Lower Counties, or Territories, under certain con-
ditions to establish home rule. In 1705 the Terri-
tories took advantage of this concession and set
up an assembly of their own.

Immediately after signing the constitution, in
the last days of October, 1701, Penn sailed for
England, expecting soon to return. But he be-
came absorbed in affairs in England and never
saw his colony again. This was unfortunate be-
cause Pennsylvania soon became a torment to
him instead of a great pleasure as it always seems
to have been when he lived in it. He was a
.happy present proprietor, but not a very happy
absentee one.

The Church of England people in Pennsylvania
entertained great hopes of this proposal to turn
the proprietary colonies into royal provinces.
Under such a change, while the Quakers might
still have an influence in the Legislature, the
Crown would probably give the executive offices
to Churchmen. They therefore labored hard to